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Purpose:

The purpose of these weekly annotation assignments is to encourage you to actively engage
with the course readings. Annotating involves marking up and interacting with the text, which
helps you to:

● Comprehend the material more deeply: Identify key concepts, track arguments, and
make connections.

● Retain information better: The act of writing and interacting with the text strengthens
your memory.

● Think critically: Question, analyze, and evaluate the author's ideas.
● Prepare for class discussions and assignments: Your annotations will serve as a

valuable study tool.

Instructions:

1. Each week, select ONE of the two assigned readings.
2. Read the selected text carefully and thoughtfully.
3. Annotate by hand or digitally.

○ You will either print off the readings and handwrite your notes on the
printed copy OR you will digitally mark up the PDF (using something like
Adobe, Word, or Google Docs). Whichever method you choose, your
annotated notes must contain the following if you wish to earn full points:

i. Use different colored highlighters to pick out key terms, definitions, main
ideas, supporting details, or examples. On the first page of the reading
explain what each color represents.

ii. Underlining important sentences or phrases.
iii. Writing notes in the margins: questions, comments, connections to other

readings, or personal reflections.
iv. Developing a system of symbols or codes to mark recurring themes,

arguments, or literary devices.
4. If you handwrite your notes, then you will upload pictures of them to Canvas.

Make sure the pictures are clear and legible.
5. If you digitally make your notes, then save them as a PDF and upload them to

Canvas.
6. The due date for each week's annotation assignment is 11:59 PM on the Sunday after

we have discussed the readings. The due dates are also posted on each submission
section on Canvas.

© Kevin Patton 2024



1000, 2000, 3000, and 4000 Courses Handout - Weekly Annotations Page 2 of 17

Grading:

Your annotations will be graded on the quality of your engagement with the text. I will be looking
for evidence that you are actively reading, thinking critically, and making connections.

Tips:

● Be selective in your highlighting and underlining. Don't mark up everything; focus on
the most important parts of the text.

● Use your own words in your notes. This will help you to process the information and
make it your own.

● Ask questions and make connections. Don't be afraid to challenge the author's ideas
or connect them to other things you've learned.

● Review your annotations regularly. This will help you to solidify your understanding of
the material.
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Example Submission:
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